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oped with great rapidity, so that we have a Humboldt,
a Newton, or a Shakespeare at one end of the scale and
a Digger Indian at the other. The Humboldt or Newton
is one of the highest products produced by the constant
selection and advance of the best part of the human
race, viz., those who have seized every chance of ad-
vancing; and the Digger Indian is a specimen of that
part of the race which withdrew from the competition
clear back at the beginning and has consequently never
made any advance beyond the first superiority of man
to beasts. Rousseau, following the logic of his own
explanation of the facts, offered distinctly as the cure
for inequality a return to the hunting stage of life as
practiced by the American Indians. In this he was
plainly and distinctly right. If you want equality you
must not look forward for it on the path of advancing
civilization. You may go back to the mode of life of
the American Indian, and, although you will not then
reach equality, you will escape those glaring inequalities
of wealth and poverty by coming down to a comparative
equality, that is, to a status in which all are equally
miserable. Even this, however, you cannot do without
submitting to other conditions which are far more
appalling than any sad facts in the existing order of
society. The population of Massachusetts is about
two hundred to the square mile; on the hunting stage
Massachusetts could not probably support, at the
utmost, five to the square mile; hence to get back to
the hunting stage would cost the reduction of the
population to two and a half where there are now
one hundred. In Rousseau's day people did not even
know that this question of the power of land to support
population was to be taken into account.
Socialists find it necessary to alter the definition of